
Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



JESSE A. BALDWIN. 

August 9, 1854. December 7, 19i21. 

(By Henry E. Baldwin.) 

Jesse A. Baldwin was born upon a farm in the Township 
of Greenwood, McHenry County, Illinois. He was one of a 
large family of children, and he early learned habits of indus- 
try which remained with him throughout his life. He studied 
in the country schools and his education was supplemented 
by a brief course at the State University of Illinois and by 
constant home study throughout the remainder of his life. 
He taught school in country districts, and the last year of his 
teaching was at Crystal Lake, Illinois. While teacMng school, 
he studied law under Judge Murphy, of Woodstock, Illinois. 

He became an Assistant United States Attorney under 
Mark Bangs, then the District Attorney of the United States 
in Chicago, and continued in the position of Assistant U. S. 
Attorney during a part of the later incumbency of Joseph B. 
Leake as District Attorney. He resigned his position to 
engage in the general practice of law in the city of Chicago. 
His earnest application and his natural ability, together with 
his acquirements, soon placed him in the forefront of his pro- 
fession in the practice of the law. He was a wise and able 
counselor and an earnest, aggressive and efficient advocate. 
He was twice elected to the Circuit Court bench in Cook 
County, Illinois, where he served as a judge of that court for 
twelve years. In that position he brought the same industry, 
energy and ability to bear which he had exhibited while in 
the practice of the law; and his wide knowledge of the law, 
together with his general grasp of affairs and his sense of 
justice and courtesy of manner, enabled him to render effective 
service to the public. 

It is interesting to note that the study of law seemed a 
characteristic of the children in his father's family. Jesse's 
eldest brother, Norman Baldwin, was engaged in the practice 
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of the law when the Civil War broke out. He immediately left 
his office to volunteer in the armies of the Union, where he 
gave up his life for his country. His brother, Sebre D. Bald- 
win, had completed his law studies and was about to be 
admitted to the bar, while serving as County Superintendent 
of Schools in McHenry County, Illinois ; but his death inter- 
vened. His brother. Dr. A. E. Baldwin, while in the practice 
of his profession in Chicago, studied law and was admitted 
to the bar in Illinois, although he never practiced law here 
and is now engaged in the general practice of medicine at 
Kettle Falls, Washington. His youngest brother, Henry E. 
Baldwin, was a law partner of the decedent in Chicago for 
nearly twenty years. 

At the time of his death. Judge Baldwin was a resident 
of Oak Park, Illinois, where he had resided for more than 
thirty years with his family. Early in his life, he married 
Fannie M. Benton, and to them were bom several children, 
three of whom and his widow survive him: Theodore W. 
Baldwin, now a resident of California ; Norman L. Baldwin, a 
captain in the regular army, now stationed in China, and 
William Storrs Baldwin, now living in Oak Park. Others of 
his children died in their childhood ; also, his grand-daughter, 
Nancy, died in her childhood and her remains lie in the family 
burial lot at Greenwood, Illinois, with those of her mother, 
Louise Baldwin Squire. 

Judge Baldwin was interested in all matters which con- 
cerned the good of the community in which he lived and of 
the larger community in which he wrought. He was inti- 
mately connected with the educational affairs and institutions 
at Oak Park, and served for a time as village attorney. He 
was one of the founders of the Oak Park Trust & Savings 
Bank, and nearly always — ^up to the time of his death — ^he 
was one of its board of directors; and during all the time, 
except when he was on the bench, he was its attorney. He 
was a director of the Central Free Dispensary ; was for many 
years an officer of the Eeligious Education Association ; and 
was a trustee of the Eush Medical College and a trustee of 
the University of Chicago for many years before his death. 
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He was also deeply interested in the work of the Illinois State 
Historical Society. 

Judge Baldwin was a member of the First Baptist Church 
at Oak Park for many years, and was one of the founders of 
the Chicago Baptist Social Union. He was also a member of 
and chairman of the Educational Committee of the Northern 
Baptist Convention. However, he was not a strong sectarian, 
but his sympathies extended to all religious beliefs and organ- 
izations, and his friendships and his associations included 
those of all religious beliefs and organizations, as well as 
many which were not connected with any religious organiza- 
tion. Of him it might well be said : 

He was a kind and loving husband ; 

An affectionate and indulgent father; 

A patriotic citizen; 

An honest and successful lawyer ; 

A just Judge ; and 

A Christian gentleman. 



